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ae Sarre CG, Duncan, Faa.e 
__Asetateant . Attorney ee 


: Sat 2 les : 
Deputy Fire Marshal”. 


Dear Sirs 













ea geat 


- You have inquired as to the app gn 
Laws of 1943, relating to places of prblic, assenbly, to town halls .. 
when used by the inhabitants of: the % ova for the yarpoees. ‘of town’ 


or school district moetings.: 


ai Section 1, Soe rani 1 of said chapter. defines: places 6 
ascenbly as "a room or space in which provision. is made for. the cone: 
gregation or assembly of one ‘hundred ‘or’more persons for “polatical” 
. « » purposes. . .", The term "political" is usually given the mean= 
ing of being more than politics in a partisan senses, but rather. refers.** 
to the conduct, management or administration of government. ‘32 Words. 
and Phrases 802. . Adoption of this broad definition of the phrase. as 
used in this statute would appear consistent with the purpose. ‘of the #2 
statute to vrovide for the safety of persons who igre in nambers 


of more. faen one hundred. . 1 































Your attention 18 also called to section 2, “whtch provides 
that "no person" shall own or operate a place of assembly unless licensed. 
R,L. co. 7, 8 3 states that in the construction of statutes the word © 92 
‘Mperson” may extend and be applied to bodies Sonpereee and pons a8 
well as to individuale, a 





It ts therefore ny aiden that town halls when used for 
congregations of more than one hundred persons are places of public” 
assembly within the meaning of ares 153, Laws of 1943, 


| You have also inquired as to the mechanics of asain 
such places of assembly and manner of enforcement of the provisions ‘of. 
the statute. While the statute by its terms includes town halls withe = 
in ite provisions, other sections are not well adapted to this type: of 
assembly hall and could well be proper subjects for legislative olari- *% 
fication, I refer to the licensing provisions in particular which by.) 
sections 2 end 3 require a license be obtained from the licensing Bgency: 
which is defined by section.1, paragraph II, as the chief of the fire = 
devnartment, the firewards or engineers, if any, otherwise the selectmeny 
or commiseioners » of a eles areen sobs: a8 is eae, apparent tha 

















Herbert a ‘White 
Deputy Fire. 
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“plso “the “‘Woensing ‘agency,.- 


a own. 


for the mn: atom 
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